Creative Arts’ Outreach Activities – FY’09
Creative Arts seeks to inspire, enrich and connect individuals within the community and strives to instill a life-long desire for creative expression & learning. Our outreach programs are tailored to meet the needs of the community. With the ever decreasing attention to the arts in the schools and the ever increasing research validating the importance of the arts, Creative Arts is experiencing an even greater call for services.
In the Schools

After-school and during-school arts enrichment programs are tailored to meet the needs of public, private and home schools. Creative Arts has experienced a surge of requests in the 2008-2009 school year. Schools currently seeking our services include:

· Andover School of Montessori, Andover – A Play Production class is being designed as an after-school program for the 2nd-6th graders that will be taught by Creative Arts’ Theatre Faculty.

· Joshua Eaton Elementary School, Reading – Creative Arts has been offering visual art classes to the students of Joshua Eaton through their after-school program since 2004. Due to demand, a second class was added for the 2nd semester of the 2008-2009 school year.
· Killiam Elementary School, Reading – A beginner music class was created to teach basic music theory using percussion, music reading, and basic piano/keyboard skills to 2nd-5th graders. Due to funding, this class did not run the first term but it is slated to be offered again in the near future.
· St. Mary of the Annunciation School, Melrose – After arts were cut at St. Mary’s in 2008, Creative Arts designed a Manga/Cartooning class as an after-school class and received such high enrollment that the class had to be split into two sections and now serves grades 2-8. 

· Woodend Elementary School, Reading – Creative Arts has been offering theatre classes to Woodend’s K-5th graders since the 2007-2008 school year.
In the Community

Creative Arts’ faculty, staff and students participate in many community events by providing music, displaying artwork, providing arts demonstrations or hands-on activities, performing theatrical dialogues, or simply to just provide some extra helping hands. 
· Friends of Reading Recreation – Several theatre workshops were designed to offer residents of Reading a free opportunity to test the theatrical waters. Almost all of these workshops were “sold” out and more workshops are in the planning stages, including workshops in the visual arts and music.

· Shop the Block, Reading – Creative Arts students and faculty have been performing at this downtown shopping event for many years. Performances are held inside local businesses to entertain shoppers and outside storefronts to entertain those strolling the sidewalks. 
· Reading Town Day – Creative Arts participates in this community-wide event by hosting a booth offering kids an opportunity to make crafts, explore the world through dress-up, and listen to musical performances.
· Reading Tree Lighting Ceremony – In 2008, Creative Arts was asked to help with the first “story walk” as part of the tree lighting ceremony. The art department created story boards and the theatre department assisted in reading the stories to residents as they walked to the various events around town.
· Festival of Trees, Reading – Creative Arts has been participating in the Festival of Trees since 2005 by decorating and donating a tree to be auctioned and by providing face painting and musical performances. 
· Chamber of Commerce Awards Dinner – Creative Arts music and theatre students provided the entertainment for the 2009 Reading-North Reading Chamber of Commerce’s Awards Dinner Ceremony.
Special Needs Outreach

· Burlington Recreation Department offers a full day program for adults with special needs. Creative Arts offers this great group of students one hour each Saturday full of theatrical exploration including stage presence, dialogue, music, movement, costume & set decoration, and more. 

· Arc of East Middlesex (EMARC) provides services and support for persons with disabilities and their families to over 500 people. Since 2007, Creative Arts has been providing a safe environment for EMARC to run their movement classes for kids with disabilities. Some of those kids are also now taking music, theatre and art through Creative Arts.
· Private individuals & families – Although Creative Arts’ faculty and staff are not officially trained to work with persons with disabilities, we do provide a great deal of sensitivity allowing families to participate in our programming. We have multiple students, from kids to adults, that take private lessons and group classes that have disabilities, including students on all levels of the autism spectrum, students with cochlear implants, etc.
YMCA Collaborations

In response to further cuts in arts programming in the schools, the Burbank YMCA and Creative Arts teamed up to provide art, music, TV and theatre to the kids. The Burbank Y has a main site in Reading, but also offers after-school programs in North Reading and Wakefield. 
· Burbank YMCA, Reading – Visual art, theatre and TV classes are offered to Y members in grades K-5 as part of their Y membership.
· North Reading YMCA – The collaboration was started in 2008 with the North Reading offerings at one of the schools. Visual art, theatre and TV classes are offered to K-3rd graders. (Y membership is not required.)

· Wakefield YMCA – Classes in music, art, theatre and TV are being designed for grades K-6 as the YMCA expands in Wakefield.
Other Collaborations

Creative Arts has formed other various collaborations and alliances with other groups in the area. Below is a sample of organizations that we have worked with.
· Local Libraries – Creative Arts has provided entertainment for many open houses and also continues to work with local libraries to offer free arts classes to the public.
· Longwood Place at Reading, an assisted living residence – Creative Arts’ music students have been entertaining and socializing with the residents of Longwood Place for many years. 

· Look What I Made – is a local paint-your-own-pottery store that houses a kiln that is co-owned with Creative Arts. As a way to promote the store, the owner provides fundraising opportunities for Creative Arts in which families are invited to the store and a portion of the proceeds are donated to Creative Arts.
· Newcomers & Neighbors – provides the residents of Reading an opportunity to make new friends while become involved in the town. The club organizes many family outings, including trips to Creative Arts to explore art, music & theatre.
· Parents of Tots, Wakefield – is a volunteer-run non-profit organization dedicated to supporting families with young children in Wakefield, Stoneham, Woburn, Reading and surrounding communities by providing parents with the means to build a supportive social network for themselves and their children. Creative Arts offers art and theatre workshops for the families to explore their creativity in a family-friendly environment.
· Reading Community Television (RCTV) – Creative Arts theatre faculty began teaming up with RCTV staff in 2005 to offer TV Acting classes, workshops and camps to students 10-18 years old.

· The Cultural Connection (TCC) was created by Creative Arts’ Executive Director, Jennifer Hart, and RCTV’s Executive Director, Phil Rushworth. TCC brings local arts and cultural groups together to spur greater collaboration and coordination to improve their collective impact thereby increasing benefits to the community. The first two projects of TCC were a TV program on RCTV about the local arts & cultural organizations and a web-based calendar located at www.theculturalconnection.info. The larger vision includes creating a physical place to make all of this happen, A Community Center for Art, Culture and Technology.
